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U.S. Supports School and Housing
Renovations in Syria

In the last several weeks, U.S. Embassy Chargé d'Affaires Charles
(Chuck) Hunter has participated in the inauguration of four American-
funded school and housing renovation projects in Syria.

Projects in Aleppo, Sbeineh, Dara’a were completed in cooperation
with UNRWA. The U.S. is UNRWA's largest bilateral donor and
contributed $267 million to the organization this year. The U.S.
government and the American people are committed to helping meet
the needs of Palestinian refugees. President Obama is actively working
to achieve a two-state solution in the broader context of a durable and
comprehensive peace in the region.

Another project, completed in cooperation with the International Rescue Committee (IRC), led to
the renovation of 10 Damascus-area schools serving both Syrian children and Iraqi refugee
children. The IRC project also included tutoring programs for select students. The Obama
Administration supports the Iraqgi people in their efforts to obtain lasting security, dignity, and
justice.

During all the renovation inauguration events, Mr. Hunter presented remarks in Arabic in which
he recognized and thanked the Syrian people and government for hosting refugees.

ey )l sl Jia 8 Gpaldl aplald) 6 jiia 5L apall Bdied 3 2S5 5 5 ) 8 Jlee WL L3 & LS
L b OSbuas Oalae olial 5 waad il B8 ye¥) AesSall Lil e L

- Ol a0 Jle 5 Jidd 1558 ) Aadiie ae 0 sbaily Lo oy Al cala b a5l o38 cileSi) ol
O Y50 Osale 267 alie alall 138 Lgtaalone cusly 85 ¢l 5 53O0 Ll 5 5V il saaidl Y U e
S5 a1 Jamy s LS L puindanaill ia DU culalgiad 2005 8 500 buaally (e 3ile Lindi g e oS sl il
kil 8 20y Jeld Dl Badl g gV edly ol sall o 3lad¥ s JS8 W

ol 5 20n3 e 55l sy A sall BV Bt e o slailly o Jladl 5 AT £ 5 e JaSid L 5 385 13
Lo Gl pall cpia DU gy gl umwa%&‘?ﬁw)\uﬁ‘}&:

Olpall aoal) Ll st 8500 ol L p00n e (UL Sl gl gy ity Tl pall BB YD 2h g 5 5 ¢
LY s DA Ay pall Balll LS Sl yiis a8 85 S5 Al 5 o ol e Jsanll agpen
il agilatu (g puall Condll g Ao gSall o g alin syl Cam (IS


http://damascus.usembassy.gov/irc.html

Consular News

Start submitting your questnor.ws NOW.
Just follow these steps:

The Consular Section of the U.S.

Embassy in Damascus will hold 1. 69 to
a webchat on
A Adobe Flash Player.
Thl."'Sdayl November 12 ;;Ouorucx\ﬁ::ear)x&;:\d:e;:.'e Aodobe ol il
from 3:30 pm .vnr,talﬁed, you may downioad It for free at
to 4:30 pm :
"G “ please type you
2.loginasa Guest. d 5
The live chat will provide an name or initials into the space provide
C:l'?slml: form foe ta”(lng with 5 Once in the chat room you will see a
ular Officers about the visa ““question” box on the screen. This is
process for Vismng or where you can type in your gquestions.

immigrating to the United States,

A full transcript will be posted after the chat.

We look forward to a lively and informative discussion!



American Embassy Streamlines Visa Process
New Online Appointment System to Reduce Number of Visits, Waiting Time at Embassy

The United States Embassy in Syria has announced that visitor visa applicants are now able
to schedule visa interview appointments online. “Our goal is to make it possible for people
to apply for visas with only one visit to the Embassy. This system allows applicants to
choose their visa interview dates on the Internet,” said Consul General André Goodfriend. “It
will help us to provide better service and improve the overall experience of our visa
applicants.”

As of November 1, all appointments must be scheduled online. To schedule an appointment
for a visitor visa interview, applicants should visit the Embassy’s website at
http://damascus.usembassy.gov/ and go to the “Visas: Non-immigrant Visas” page. There,
instructions are provided for completing an application and scheduling an appointment.

For additional information, please contact us: NIVDamascus@state.gov
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Diversity Visa Program

The Department of State announces the opening of the
registration period for the 2011 Diversity Visa lottery.
Entries for the 2011 Diversity Visa lottery must be
submitted electronically by 1700 local Syrian time on
Monday, November 30, 2009. Applicants may access

the electronic Diversity Visa entry form (E-DV) at

www.dvlottery.state.gov. Paper entries will not be accepted.

Applicants are strongly encouraged not to wait until the last week of the
registration period to enter as heavy demand may result in website delays. No entries will
be accepted after 1700 local Syrian time on November 30, 2009. There are no fees
associated with the diversity visa application process.

2011 Diversity Visa
Lottery Program

Each year, the Congressionally-mandated Diversity Immigrant Visa Program allows up to
55,000 persons from countries with low rates of immigration to the United States to obtain
immigrant visas to the U.S. Our goal is to increase the overall diversity of the American
population. The program makes visas available to persons meeting simple, but strict,
eligibility requirements. A computer-generated, random lottery drawing chooses selectees
for diversity visas. The visas are distributed among six geographic regions and persons
born in Syria have been eligible for the program since its inception.

For detailed information about entry requirements, along with frequently asked questions
about the Diversity Visa lottery, please see the instructions for the 2011 Diversity Visa
lottery at www.dvlottery.state.gov.
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Study in the USA!

The U.S. Embassy’s Educational Advising and Testing Office (EATO) provides advice on how
to study in the U.S. and administers the following standardized tests:

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)

ITP (Institutional TOEFL)

TOEIC (Test of English for International Communication)
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)

GRE (Graduate Record Exam)

EATO also provides information on other tests such as the GMAT, GED, USMLE, CMA, and
others. Please feel free to contact us with any questions you have!

Tel: 33914171, 33914172
Fax: 3331878
http://damascus.usembassy.gov/eato2.html

November 2009 Testing Schedule:
ITP Tuesday, November 24, 2009
TOEIC Wednesday, November 25, 2009

Scholarships and Fellowships:

Ramapo College will provide an $80,000 Presidential Scholarship to qualified international
students commencing their studies in the fall of 2010. The minimum requirements for
selection are: 3.5 high school GPA and SAT scores of at least 1230 in Critical Reading and
Mathematics. For more information, see the college’s website
(www.ramapo.edu/international) or email a representative: radhikar@ramapo.edu.

Williams College is soliciting applications for two Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellowships in
Environmental Studies. Candidates must have completed a PhD within the 5 years prior to
the program start date of July 1, 2010. Please visit the college’s website for more
information: http://www.williams.edu.

The World Wildlife Fund-US is pleased to announce the application period for the
Kathryn Fuller Doctoral and Postdoctoral Fellowships for 2010. The fellowships will support
research in ecosystem services; measuring and monitoring carbon stocks in forests; and
climate change impacts on and adaptation of freshwater resources. For more information,
please visit the Fuller Fellowship webpage:
http://www.worldwildlife.org/science/fellowships/fuller/item1296.html.

Macalester College is soliciting applications for a two-year Wallin Postdoctoral Faculty
Fellowship for recent PhD graduates who focus on the Islamic world. Applications received
by November 15th, 2009 will receive first consideration. For more information, please visit
the college’s website: www.macalester.edu/internationalstudies.
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Forum for the Future and U.S. Support for Civil Society
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U.S. partners with countries of broader Middle East and North Africa region

Forum for the Future and Examples of U.S. Support for Civil Society

The Forum for the Future is a joint civil society initiative of the countries of the Broader Middle East
and North Africa region (BMENA) and the Group of Eight (G8). It brings together leaders from
government, civil society and the private sector to exchange ideas and form partnerships to support
progress, reform, and expanded opportunities for the people of the region. Read more
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Secretary Clinton’s Address to Sixth Forum for the Future

Emphasizes Jobs, Entrepreneurship, Science and Technology, Education

SECRETARY CLINTON: So it is a pleasure to join you for this discussion, and I especially recognize
the significance of having governor - government ministers and civil society leaders talking
together about these issues of common concern. That may be too rare at sight, but it shouldn't be,
because our goal is to listen, learn, and discover new ways that we can work as partners for the
good of the people that we represent. Read full text
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Business and
Economy

Obama Pushes For Tougher Financial Regulation

President Obama is urging Congress to approve his plan to
create a new government agency to protect Americans
against financial abuses. The president wants to establish a
Consumer Financial Protection Agency. Read More
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% 50 Free Ivy-Leaqgue Lectures on the Econom

The Dollar and the Deficits: How Washington Can Prevent the Next Crisis

Financial Institutions’ Outreach Initiatives: Report on Outreach to Large
Depository Institutions - U.S. Department of Treasury (PDF - 36 pages)

Blogs at America.gov

Blogs at America.gov offers readers a place to join in conversation on a variety of topics
with experts from the United States and around the world. We encourage you to share
your thoughts with our bloggers and fellow readers in the comments section of each post.
Click on the title in blue to go to the website.

Adaptation!: Strategies for Reducing the Impact of Climate Change

Learn more about how climate change is already affecting ecosystems,
industry, society, and health.
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Notable Americans: Biographical Sketches of Americans from All
Walks of Life

Here you'll find brief biographical sketches of Americans who have made
their mark on the fabric of American life.

New Enterprise: New Thinking on Intellectual Property

Does it really matter if the government protects your intellectual
property? Join the discussion.

E-Journals

E-Journal USA: A monthly electronic journal available in multiple
languages about U.S. foreign affairs and U.S. society and culture.
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The U.S. Supreme Court: Equal Justice Under Law

As an institution, the Supreme Court commands respect, legitimacy, and
prestige both in the United States and abroad. The October 2009 edition of
eJournal USA describes many aspects of the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief
Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Solicitor General Elena Kagan present
introductions and contributions by legal scholars and journalists focus on
the elements of judicial decision-making and independence of the justices.
Four Court officials and a former Supreme Court law clerk also describe
their jobs. Inside this publication

Climate Change Perspectives

CéIEMAIE E*ng This eJournal USA offers perspectives of experts and activists in several key
countries on effective policies to curb greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate
global warming and adapt to irreversible changes. Inside this publication
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Anatomy of a Jury Trial

Juries — usually groups of 6 or 12 ordinary citizens — provide a crucial
service for their fellow citizens: Just as in medieval England, where they got
started, juries prevent government, even democratic government, from
pursuing oppressive prosecutions. Inside this publication
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Photo Gallery
and Videos

Offering an audio-visual tour of the stories and issues shaping our world, the photo gallery
and videos are two of many invaluable services “"America.gov” offers for its audience. Both
the gallery and videos can be browsed by the following subjects: American Life, Economy,
Global Challenges, and International Relations.

Photo Gallery: Please simultaneously click on any picture and the “Ctrl” key to take you
to the gallery you want to see or go to the link below to see more photo collections.
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html|#7a78bf28-e356-4d21-a311-
0c218ec8f6f8
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Videos: Please simultaneously click on any picture and the “Ctrl” key to take you to the
video you want to watch or go to the link below to see all the video collection.
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?playerld=1475282956

On the Road: Business and Trade:
Rock Capital Consumer Forecast

AR

01:54

Environment &

Global Warming

Fuel-Cycle Options Can Safely Increase Access to Nuclear
Energy

At a time when nuclear activities by North Korea and Iran
underscore the danger of weapons proliferation, the
international community is increasingly looking to nuclear power
as a means of addressing its energy needs and as an alternative
to carbon-based fuel sources, which contribute to global

will reduce the shared warming, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said. Read
nuclear threat while more

Secretary Clinton says

international cooperation

permitting more access to

nuclear energy. L’yi..d\ dg 96 A3LLY & Jganl g% Cj OSan 9860 B 90 <L
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More on Environment:

Energy Explained — A new information portal for energy education from the U.S.
Department of Energy: http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/energyexplained/

Meeting the Climate Challenge: Core Elements of an Effective Response to Climate Change

- Center for American Progress and the United Nations Foundation (15 pages)
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/10/pdf/UNclimateissues.pdf

IMF-Supported Macroeconomic Policies and the World Recession: A Look at Forty-One
Borrowing Countries - Center For Economic and Policy Research (97 pages)
htp://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/imf-2009-10.pdf

Resources
for Research

Europa World Online
http://www.europaworld.com/welcome?&authstatuscode=200

This site combines the authoritative text of The Europa World Year Book with current
information, including comparative country statistics, in an easy-to-use interface.

The Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs
http://www.cceia.org/index.html

This independent organization focuses on three broad themes: Ethics, War and Peace;
Global Social Justice; and Religion in Politics.

DocuTicker

http://www.docuticker.com/

This site offers a selection of resources, reports, and publications from government
agencies, NGOs, think tanks, and other public interest organizations. It encompasses a
broad range of topics including health and healthcare, legal issues, human rights,
environmental concerns, and technology.

Social Science Research Network (ssrn)

http://www.ssrn.com/

The Social Science Research Network (SSRN) is devoted to the rapid worldwide
dissemination of social science research and is composed of a humber of specialized
research networks in each of the social sciences.

To download this issue of the IRC newsletter and previous issues, visit the IRC
webpage: http://damascus.usembassy.gov/irc.html.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or comments!
011-3391-4118/3391-4195 or ircdamas@state.gov/ircdamas@gmail.com
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